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Dr ZELPHA KATHERINE KITTLER
MRCPsych

9 Tredegar Square, London E3 SAD email
zkittler@yahoo.co.uk

Tel 02089803868 Mob 07943804924 Fax
02089833173

18 August 2011

Dr Suranjan Das

Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta
Kolkata 70073

Dear Dr Das

On 12 August 2011, my husband and I
attended (or tried to attend) a seminar at
the Media Studies department at Univer-
sity of Calcutta at its College Street cam-
pus. It was an open meeting but we were
invited nonetheless (by one of the speak-
ers).

The seminar was titled ‘Mother Teresa
and the Media’ (or similar) and it was
billed to be a dicussion and free exchange
of ideas during and after the seminar.
My husband Dr Aroup Chatterjee (a
calcuttan born and bred and an alumnus
of your University) has been researching
Mother Teresa over 20 years and holds
the views that a) she was a clever manipu-
lator of media and not a fraction charitable
that the world thinks she is, and, b) she
had done and is doing extraordinary dam-
age to the reputation of Calcutta by por-
traying it as the squalor capital of the
world.

Before the seminar commenced, word went
round to the Head of Department of Me-
dia Studies Professor Tapati Basu (who I
believe was chairing the seminar) that my
husband (and possibly I) could make criti-
cal comments about Teresa.

I'was astounded when we were told by a
speaker (before the so-called seminar com-
menced) that your university had a rule
that Mother Teresa could not be criticised
within its precincts.

When we tried to reason with Prof Bose
she became more and more agitated. I
tried remininding her India was supposed
to be a democracy and there was sup-
posed to be free speech, especially in a
university! She became almost incoher-
ent in anger and told us to leave. We
found it impossible to reason with her.
Does the University of Calcutta have such
rule? I sincerely hope not.

I do not have to remind you the meaning
and ethos of the word University. I do
sincerely expect you’d investigate the
matter. I also hope that such obstruction
to the exchange of free thought is an acci-
dent and not the norm in your university.

Yours sincerely

Dr Zelpha K Kittler

Copy: Prof Tapati Basu
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Dr Aroup Chatterjee

9 Tredegar Square, London E3 SAD
email aroupchatterjee @yahoo.co.uk
Tel 02089803638 Mob 07956363751
Fax 02089833173

20 August 2011

Dr Suranjan Das
Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta
Kolkata 70073

Dear Dr Das

Furthertomy wife’s letter to you I am writing
to express my serious concern about Prof
Tapati Basu’s behaviour towards us on 12
August. My concern is far deeper than my
humiliation, as I seriously question the effect
onstudents of a professor who does not allow
basic free speech. Itis significant that we did
noteven have the opportunity to speak at the
‘symposium and discussion’ - Prof Basu
ejected us upon being informed by a speaker
that we might make critical comments. She
informed us thatthe University had a rule that
Mother Teresacould not be criticised within
its premises. In the area of the city once
familiar to Derozio, Vidyasagar and Tagore,
Iwasstopped fromexpressing basicfree speech.
It is ironic that I was thrown out from my
own university, whereas I have spoken in
many others on the same, topic, mainly in
officially Catholic and Catholic-majority
countries. For instance, in Prague I was in-
terviewed for the state television inside a
Catholic church! My embarrasment before
my wife was intense as she previously had
had a notion of Bengal a high-minded and
open society. Interestingly I spoke in Trin-
ity College Dublin (my wife’s alma mater)
for their annual Philosophical Society meet-
ing, when I touched upon the noble intellec-
tual traditions of Calcutta. In the wider world
Calcutta is synonymised with intense squa-
lor and degradation where only Mother
Teresa’s order brings any kind of succour,
hence my effort has been over the last two
decades to portray the true picture. I have no
issues with her religion and her conversion
motive does not bother me.

If Thad been given a chance to speak, I might
not have even spoken about Mother Teresa.
The seminar showed the film on Teresa,
Something Beautiful for God, made by
Malcolm Muggeridge. I was hoping to tell
the students a few facts about Muggeridge -
about his white supremacist attitude and his
anti-Semitism, his sexual hypocrisy (while
he was preaching against contraception and
sexual freedom, he himself was undertaking
numerous affairs) etc. Incidentally the film
shows Calcutta in a pretty negative light,
but there’s nothing new in that. Clips from
the film were shown in the Woody Allen
film Alice, where William Hurt makes the
famous (or notorious)statement, “There are
10000 unknown diseases in Calcutta.’

I do hope you will look into this matter as
such behaviour by one of your professors is
deeply disturbing.

Yours sincerely

Aroup Chatterjee

Copy: Prof Tapati Basu
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